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Kankakee Community College’s 

“GreenScene”
A successful community outreach sustainability publication



What is “GreenScene”?

• It is an insert for the Kankakee Daily Journal 
newspaper published 4 times per year

• Each issue focuses on a sustainability topic 
with the goal of raising public awareness

• It is created and edited by the KCC 
Sustainability coordinator

• So far 11 issues have been published



How was the concept formed?

• The Kankakee Daily Journal was seeking ways 
to generate “non-traditional” advertising 
revenue

• A collaboration was established between 
KCC’s Sustainability Center and the Journal 
around Sustainability

• The Journal arranged for the advertisements 
and KCC selected topics and copy for issues



Who sees the “GreenScene”?

• It reaches the 40K + Daily Journal subscribers 
in several Illinois counties as well as some 
areas of northwestern Indiana

• As part of the Journal’s “Newspaper in 
Education” program it reaches about 129 
classrooms in area schools (1,600 papers) 

• All issues can be viewed on the KCC website 
sustainability pages:

(@www.kcc.edu/sustainability/resources)

http://www.kcc.edu/sustainability/resources


Featured Topics

• Council for Community Sustainability

• Geothermal Systems

• Sustainable Ag. /Local Foods / Farmer’s 
Markets

• Weatherization

• Why Recycling is Important

• Local Foods and Community Gardens



Featured Topics (continued)

• Water- An issue of Global/Local importance

• Energy Efficiency and Buildings

• Wind Power and Illinois

• Sustainable Landscaping

• Transportation Alternatives

• Next issue – topic to be determined - will be 
published 12/1/11
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McHenry County College
McHenry County Official Green Guide ’11
A community resource for recycling information and green products and 

services
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McHenry County Green Guide ‘11  
Insert in Northwest Herald on April 29, 2011 



Background

• McHenry County Defenders compiled a McHenry County 
Recycling Fact Sheet in the 1970s.

• Lou Marchi Total Recycling 
Institute (LMTRI) at MCC 
published four editions of the
McHenry County Recycling 
Directory in 1996, 1998, 2002 
and 2004.

• MCC and the Northwest Herald
partnered to publish the Official McHenry County Green 
Guide in 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011.



About the Green Guide ‘11

• 40-page compilation of recycling locations and green products and 
services available in the McHenry County area

• General information on municipal recycling programs and drop-off 
locations in English and Spanish

• Calendar of green events and up-to-date recycling news

• McHenry County waste/recycling information and regulations

• Listings for over 270 local businesses, plus listings for 20-25 agencies and 
nonprofits 

• Local manufacturing listings include: 42 recycling companies plus five 
townships/highway departments, 12 manufacturing companies and  eight 
green building materials and construction companies



Green Guide ‘11 General Recycling 
Information (Spanish)



Example of Green Guide ‘11 Recycling 
Directory Listings Page



Example of “Green Living” Section Listings 

Page 



How the Green Guide ‘11 
Partnership Works

• The Green Guide ’11 (GG ‘11) is compiled and written by the Lou 
Marchi Total Recycling Institute (LMTRI) at MCC staff and advisory 
committee and the McHenry County Department of Health

• LMTRI staff and advisory committee solicit local businesses and 
organizations to advertise in the Green Guide to pay for the 
publication

• Northwest Herald staff assist in soliciting advertisements

• Friends of MCC Foundation handles the financial transactions 

• Northwest Herald staff design and lay out the GG ’11

• Northwest Herald prints the GG ‘11and inserts it into newspaper

• LMTRI staff arrange volunteers to distribute extra copies of 
the GG ’11



Distribution 

• Insert in the Northwest Herald on April 29, 2011 (+41,000 
customers equaling over 120,000 readers)

• Volunteers from MCC staff and LMTRI Advisory Committee 
distributed 5,500 extra copies to individual requests, local 
libraries, schools, governmental agencies, local businesses and 
organizations

• Available online at Lou Marchi Total Recycling Institute 
webpage plus linked on many local municipal, county and 
organization websites 

• Most GG’11 listings are also on the national recycling resource 
website, Earth911

http://www.mchenry.edu/recycling
http://www.earth911.com/
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Spreading the Word About the 

Green Center
Community outreach efforts in the LLCC district



A Multifaceted Approach

• Building community connections

• Advertising methods

• Using video

• Leveraging online media

• Publishing a newsletter



Building Community Connections
Types of Communication

• City newsletters 

• Local environmental 
listservs, newsletters, and 
email blasts

• Displays at community 
events

Community Partners

• CWLP Energy Services Office

• City of Springfield Waste & Recycling 
Division

• Sustainable Springfield

• Earth Springfield

• Springfield Area Local Food Task 
Force

• Illinois Stewardship Alliance

• University of Illinois Extension

• Green Business Network of 
Springfield

• And more!



Advertising Methods

• Targeted advertising 
throughout the district, 
with assistance of LLCC’s 
Public Relations & 
Marketing Department:
– Television advertisements

– Radio advertisements

– Print and online ads for 
local publications (State 
Journal-Register, Illinois 
Times, Springfield Business 
Journal)



Using Video

• YouTube videos about Green Center initiatives

• PBS television series on local foods



Leveraging Online Media

• Green Center website: 
www.llcc.edu/greencenter

• LLCC Green blog: 
http://llccgreencenter.blogspot.com/

• Green Center at Lincoln Land Community 
College Facebook page

• Twitter: @LLCCgreencenter

http://www.llcc.edu/greencenter
http://llccgreencenter.blogspot.com/


Leveraging Online Media



Publishing a Newsletter

• News articles on 
upcoming or recently 
completed events

• Listings of relevant 
workshops and courses 
offered through the 
Green Center, Community 
Learning and other 
campus departments

• Information on campus 
sustainability initiatives

• “Green” facts



Questions?

Thank you!


